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The Blood Token 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


‘WO doors there were not far apart, 
And one was dyed 
With red blood on the lintel top 
And on each side. 


Upon the other door there hung, 
Where all might see, 

The sign that spoke its secret of 
Black agony. 


The blood stood not for beauty, but 
It was a sign 

That Death which struck another’s home 
Had passed by mine. 


O patient Lamb who yielded up 
Thus willingly 

Thy covenant blood! How blessed are we 
Who go forth free! 


we 
Wasting a Gift from God 


Broken Sundays make “blue Mon- 
days.” While the Christian today is not 
bound by Old Testament Sabbath laws, 
yet he has the privilege and the duty of 
finding physical and spiritual refreshment 
on the first day of the week. It is one 
of God’s primal laws that man should rest 
and worship one day a week, and the Chris- 
tian Church since apostolic times has ob- 
served the first day. The Lord Jesus him- 
self said “tne sabbath was made for man,” 
and surely that means for his good. A 
Sunday spent in reading newspapers and 
secular magazines, or in long and exhaust- 
ing pleasure trips, or in hours of idle and 
miscellaneous conversation is not good 
preparation for a happy, busy week of 
work. Perhaps such Sundays account for 
that “let-down” feeling on Monday morn- 
ing, when the work looks like a mountain 
and one’s strength seems unequal to it. 
Fatigue that comes from Christian serv- 
ice on Sunday is another matter, and God 


will restore mind and body when the 
worker is in His will. Sunday is a blessed 
opportunity to assemble with other Chris- 
tians in worship and praise, to find treas- 
ure in the rich fields of Christian litera- 
ture, and to study the Bible and pray, with 
the work of the week shut out by God’s 
merciful provision. Let us use this price- 
less gift in a way that is pleasing to God, 


and we shall enter the new week with the’ 


renewed strength that is freely offered to 
them “that wait upon the Lord.” 


7 
Why Pray? 


Many of us are longing to have God 
do what only he can do, and what is not 
yet done. We wonder why he does not do 
it. Have we made it possible for him to 
do it? Are we keeping him waiting, rather 
than he keeping us waiting? Ernest M. 
Wadsworth of the Great Commission 
Prayer League, whose Family Worship 
column in THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMES 
brings such blessing, has said pointedly: 
“If we want God to work we must ASK 
God to work.” When God ordained prayer 
as one of his laws, and did not exempt his 
only Son from that law, he limited himself 
by our prayers. While we cannot under- 
stand in this life the mystery of God’s 
sovereignty and omnipotence together with 
man’s free will, we know that both are 
true, and that our sovereign, all-wise, all- 
loving, and all-powerful God awaits the 


prayers of his children before doing cer- 
tain things that both he and they long to 
have done. Wherefore “men ought diways 
to pray, and not to faint.” God asks us 
to pray in order that he may work the 
mighty blessings that only prayer can bring 
to pass. 


vr 
Frownless Obedience 


There is no joy like the slavery of 
Christ. Yet our Lord’s age-long foe, 
Satan, continually lies to us about this and 
tells us that the will of God is burden- 
some. In a personal letter to the Editor 
the beloved cartoonist of THe Sunpay 
ScuHoo. Times, Dr. E. J. Pace writes: 
“IT never dreamed of the immense enrich- 
ment that has been mine these years when, 
thirty-five years ago, I made over every- 
thing to the Lordship of Christ. He has 
graciously taken the frown out of my obe- 
dience. More than ever my heart is glad- 
dened in his servitude; for his ‘dear slavery’ 
is exquisite freedom.” That is the way the 
Psalmist felt as he wrote: “I will run 
the way of thy commandments” (Psa. 119: 
32). So Frances. Ridiey Havergal said of 
the will of God: “Once it was a sigh; 
now it is a song.” Because “the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death,” 
we can sing with the sweet singer of old: 
“Therefore I love thy commandments above 
gold; yea, above fine gold” (Psa. 119: 127). 


A Life Spent for God Among Cannibals 


has come out of the South Seas than 
that of Charles Abel of Kwato. This 
great missionary was the apostle to the 
Papuans of New Guinea. Like so many 
shining souls in the last generation, — 
Studd, Grenfell, Biscoe of Cashmere, the 
Cambridge Seven —his light was lighted 
from D, L. Moody’s torch. Charles and 
Robert Abel, as two boys, were brought 
by their mother to the Moody meetings 
at the Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, 
That night at home they prayed together 
with great earnestness, having first stop- 
ped the old pendulum clock that hung in 
their bedroom so as not to be disturbed by 
its loud ticking. From that time onward 
their lives were pledged. 
Adventurous English blood ran in 
Charles Abel’s veins, and his early life 


GS ites « John G. Paton no finer story 





This editorial reviews the intensely interest- 
ing and well written biography, “Charles W. 
Abel of Kwato,” by his son, Russell W. Abel. 
(Fleming H. Revell, New York, $2.) 


was one of wandering and varied experi- 
ence in Australasia. He lived among the 
New Zealand Maoris, labored in timber 
forests, and worked as a stevedore on the 
Sydney docks. His contact with New 
Zealand natives turned his mind to mission 
work. After a night of prayer he made 
his decision, began studying by himself, 
and finally returned to England for more 
systematic training. 

What a people, those to whom he dedi- 
cated himself, — cannibals who gloated on 
human flesh as the only meat one could 
gorge without after-effects, cruel in their 
torturings, constant in their tribal warfare, 
grotesque in their vast frizzled mops of 
hair and painted skins. Chalmers, who 
first guided Mr. Abel in his pioneering, 
perished at their hands. “They do not 
know what love is,” wrote Abel. “No ani- 
mal is more careless with its young than 
the average Papuan mother.” Cruel them- 
selves they believed themselves ringed about 
with cruel spirits. “The attitude of the 
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people when I first lived among them was 
one of wretched foreboding of imminent 
evil. Those who think that heathen are 
happy and should not be intruded on by 
Christian missions little know their true 
situation.” 

Papuans are in abject fear of witch doc- 
tors. One such, who averred that he had 
messages from spirits in a high tree, in- 
cited his following against Abel and his 
wife. An immense tidal wave was im- 
pending, so he said, which would sweep 
the intruders from the earth and bring 
to the Papuans shiploads of tobacco, calico, 
and other desirable things. At times this 
hostility took perilous turns and brought 
the unwanted teacher to the verge of de- 
struction. 

And, like Paul, Abel found himself in 
peril of his own countrymen, English gold 
prospectors with little conscience in their 
treatment of Papuan natives and especially 
of native women. “When I saw Taubada 
{Abel] face revolvers, pointed by his. own 
angry countrymen, that he might plead for 
some Papuans, I knew he was truly our 
friend,” testified one native eyewitness. 
And they returned his goodness in kind 
when he had once won their héarts. One 
day a capsized whaleboat was hammered 
by a breaking surf. All that saved Abel’s 
life was the stout refusal of his boys to 
leave him, though to stay meant utmost 
hazard to themselves, 

In the early days it seemed as if the 
grip of sin would never break. Abel and 
his wife spent nights in prayer. They 
also realized that their converts needed the 
fortification of an ordered life, that idle- 
ness endangered them in every way, that 
a wholly new framework of living called 
for establishing. So alongside of their 
schools they raised workshops and a steam 
sawmill, built the mission launch with 
Papuan hands, established copra planta- 
tions, and fought malaria. Evangelists 
earning their support after the Pauline 
model, and evangelizing at the same time, 
supplemented the old system where 
teachers, in spite of their sincerity, settled 
down in idle inefficiency. “Why are your 
ways different?” would be asked of Chris- 
tian boys from Kwato felling hardwood 
timber in heathen areas. And the explan- 
ation quickly followed on the opportunity 
given. The test of the fruit is the eating. 
It was a common thing for Papuan stu- 
dents when preaching to point to Paulo, 
once outlawed even from cannibal commu- 
nities, as the best proof of the truths they 
were stating. 

Everything needs cleansing in these sin- 
smitten people. “With the clean blue sea 
washing their shores, with cool pure moun- 
tain streams running near every village, 
there is no excuse for the unspeakable filth 
in which they live. There is only one ex- 
planation. They like dirt. And alas! the 
Papuan is no cleaner in his mind than he 
is in his body.” 

Such is the state of nature, M. Jean- 
Jacques Rousseau! Such is the natural 
heart, Dr. Channing, you with boyish face 
and tight-bound stock, on Boston Common! 

“As I have done my work face to face 
with my kegrimed, skin-diseased, reeking 
congregation,” wrote Mr. Abel, “my heart 
has sickened and the temptation has come 
to take to my boat and make for the next 
village. I was one day reproved by the 
thought that Christ must often have 
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worked among very dirty people in the 
slums of Jerusalem.” 

Abel faced other audiences who also 
needed regeneration, little as they suspected 
it, and nowhere did the Christian manli- 
ness of the man show itself more attrac- 
tively. On his occasional visits to English- 
speaking countries he was sometimes asked 
to speak before anthropological groups, sci- 
entific bodies, Yale students, the Century 
Club, and the like. The outlook and atti- 
tude of his hearers was, as far as the 
Gospel is concerned, usually indifferent or 
hostile. Abel never flinched. When asked 
to address the Chicago Sunday Evening 
Club it was intimated to him that an evan- 
gelical message would be a quite unusual 
thing. He turned this suggestion down. 
“It must be His message and no trimming,” 
he said to himself. The microphone reared 
its head snake-like in front of him. The 
announcement of the chairman that their 
speaker was a man of international re- 
nown filled Abel with disgust, but he suc- 
ceeded in making clear to his packed audi- 
ence that what Christ had done for Papuans 
he could do for every hungry heart pres- 
ent that evening. 

Abel has passed on, cut off in the vigor 
of his years by a road accident in England, 
but his work continues in his children’s 
and other hands. The reaping time is at 
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hand, and about a thousand men and women 
have recently entered Christ’s fold. These 
converts immediately are busy in what they 
call “the work of getting right,” hunting 
up unpaid debts, seeking forgiveness and 
granting forgiveness, putting away witch- 
craft with all its complications. Many 
of those dominated by spirits were awful- 
looking, haggard-faced folk. Their whole 
appearance is now changed. One con- 
verted sorcerer at Wagawaga formerly 
terrorized the community. She used to dig 
up graves and eat corpses, a usual witch- 
practice, and confesses to have murdered 
eleven people in her lifetime. Now she 
goes about preaching Jesus. 

People to whom the concept of love was 
once unknown today demonstrate love in 
their lives. At the same Wagawaga is a 
mission school to which children come from 
far distances for training in a Christian 
atmosphere. One Christian woman, and 
there are others who do likewise, feeds 
thirteen children beside her own while they 
are at their. schooling, and declares that 
never has her garden been more fruitful 
than since she undertook this for the Lord. 

The story is told of a convert named 
Bokamani who went into a remote region 
to evangelize. He was ignorant and inex- 
perienced. For two weeks he lived in 


(Concluded on page 513) 
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The French Revolution 
and the Group Movement 


Colonel E. N. Sanctuary, of New York, 
has done invaluable service in recent years 
by making detailed investigation of sub- 
versive, radical; and antichristian move- 
ments and tendencies. Readers of the 
Times will recall his book, “Tainted Con- 
tacts” (may be obtained from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia, 55 cents paper, $1.10 cloth), 
in which Colonel Sanctuary brought out 
damaging facts about the Federal Council 
of Churches. His charges are always thor- 
oughly documented, so that those who dis- 
agree with him have difficulty in attempt- 
ing to prove that he is not giving facts. 

A recent letter from Colonel Sanctuary 
to THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times is of char- 
acteristic interest and value, showing that 
there is apparently nothing new in the 
so-called Oxford Group Movement, or 
Buchmanism, and that some of its leading 
features appeared 150 years ago as part 
of the atheistic spirit of the French Revo- 
lution. Colvnel Sanctuary’s letter follows: 

“In the year 1798 there were published 
in England four volumes on the history of 
the French Revolution by the Abbé Bar- 
ruel, an abbé who escaped from France 
during those perilous times. 

“These four volumes contain about 2,000 
pages of reading material, and they have 
never been indexed until I did so last year 
in connection with some research work on 
which I was then engaged. -This index, 
while not exhaustive, contains about 500 
items arranged alphabetically. 

“A cult which dominated the French Rev- 
olution, and of whom it might properly be 


said that they initiated the ideas which 

culminated in that revolution, was the one 

known as the Iluminati, founded by Adam 

Weishaupt, May 1, 1776, a date which, be- 

cause of its subversive objectives, is the 

reason why present-day Reds have their 
parades on that day. 

“Because you are running a series of 
articles on Buchmanism, and because of 
my interest in that subject when reading 
Barruel, I made the following notations 
from Barruel as illustrating Buchmanism: 

Vol., III., p. 73. Members must have small 

tablets to record all ob- 
servations. 

p. 76. A voice far more impor- 
tant than that of_ his 
superior. 

p. 77. A disposition to obey 
every order from the 
superior, 

p. 78. Mastering most secret 
thoughts through con- 


fession. 
o p. 118. Watching over lower 
brethren — results 


noted on tablets. 

p. 127. Do not hesitate to reveal 
to each other our faults 
and errors. 

p. 310. Epopts to record obser- 
vations of brothers on 


tablets. 
. p. 371. 11th rule —to send tab- 
lets to headquarters 


each three months. 

p. 383. Swedenborg’s plan of 
prayer and fasting to 
obtain a vision. 


“Comparing these notes with some of the 


practices of the Buchmanites, it may be 
noted that Weishaupt, the despicable rascal 
who aimed to destroy religion and the 
ruling class and to a certain extent suc- 
ceeded, was the originator of these more 
than 150 years ago.” 
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The Jew 


A new Jewish nationalism in the making 





—His Present and Future 
By Will H. Houghton, D.D. 














orthodox Jew, whether you are in 

Whitechapel, the ghetto of Lon- 
don, or in Tel Aviv, Palestine, where there 
is no ghetto but where all are Jews. 
“Chalom” means “Peace be with you.” But 
will it ever come for the Jew? Not until 
the Prince of Peace brings it! 

What a strange people! Living in a 
land for a hundred years, then suddenly 
to discover that they have only the stand- 
ing of pilgrims and must pass on. It is 
not happening here in London, where I 
am writing, but it is occurring in some 
sections of the Continent. Anti-Semitism 
is having a revival. Again the Jew finds 
himself wandering. 

Zangwill once wrote in a poem: 


6 (CO crtnodox is the greeting of the 


Risking our lives for our countries, 
Loving our nations’ flags, 

Hounded therefrom in repayment, 
Hugging our bloody rags. 

History is repeating itself. In the Great 
War the Jew stood shoulder to shoulder 
with each nation with whom he lived — 
fought as hard and died as willingly. Now 
in some of those very nations he is con- 
sidered an alien and an intruder. 

London has 175,000 Jews, settled largely 
in Whitechapel. There are 317,000 Jews 
in all England. They have always been 
well treated-here. Many have risen to 
prominence. Lord Reading and Sir Her- 
bert Samuel are in the Cabinet, and in 
Parliament there are sixteen Jews. 


British Fascism and the Jews 


England has two or three Fascist or- 
ganizations, none of which has mustered 
much strength so far. The Imperial Fas- 
cist League is out and out anti-Semitic, 
though not very strong in numbers, The 
British Fascist Union is no doybt the 
largest organization of its kind here. Sir 
Oswald Mosley is its head. 

There are differences of opinion as to 
its attitude toward the Jews. One news- 
paper yesterday came out with a headline: 
“Mosley and the Jews— Fascists Declare 
War.” It went on to say that, after many 
evasions and denials, they had at last ac- 
knowledged they were anti-Jewish. How- 
ever, another paper today —and it is be- 
lieved to be the mouthpiece of Sir Oswald 
—says, “The Blackshirt movement is not 
anti-Semitic.” 

There is little doubt that antagonism to 
the Jew is on the increase nearly every- 
where, This spirit must be opposed by 
every genuine Christian. 


No wonder the Jew has so little use for - 


Christianity when everywhere and always 
he must meet the unthinking accusation, 
“Christ Killers.” Protestant and Catholic 
boys have shouted it at Jewish boys in 
many lands, 

A fine gentleman here in London who 
is at work among the Jews told me of an 
experience he had had within a week. He 
was speaking to a cultured Christian audi- 
ence about our attitude toward the Jew, 


Dr. Houghton, the well known pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church, New York, 
went to England and Europe this 
spring to study the Jewish question. 
“Does the European Jew look with 
hope toward Jesusalem?” was one 
query he hoped to have answered. The 
Times commissioned Dr. Houghton to 
seek interviews throwing light on this 
vast and. vital subject, and to report 
his findings in these columns. He has 
completed his journey of inquiry, and 
this is the first of several revealing 
articles from his pen which will be 
published in these columns in early 
issues. Pastors, Sunday school teach- 
ers, and all other well informed Chris- 
tians cannot afford to miss these 
_ articles. A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription, for those not now taking 
the Times, will be sent to any address 
for 25 cents, and will include these 
articles if the subscriptions are sent 
promptly with the request that they 
begin with this issue, addressing The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 








when suddenly a woman of apparent re- 
finement spoke up and said, “Why, they 
spit upon the Lord!” 

My friend quickly responded: ‘“What- 
ever a few of them may have done back 
there, remember your Lord himself prayed, 
‘Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do,.’” 

Surely the Jews will never be won to 
Christ while so-called Christians harbor 
such emotions toward them. Anti-Semitism 
is unchristian. It is also unjust. The Jews 
are citizens of all these lands, and they 
have the rights of other citizens. We 
wonder if it is not unwise, as well as un- 
just and unchristian. All these nations 
need the Jew, with his brains and per- 
sistence. 

Do you remember the story of the man 
from the little town who met the Jewish 
traveling man on the train, and, after mak- 
ing some unkind remarks about the Jewish 
people, finished triumphantly: “I am glad 
to say, sir, that there are no Jews in my 
town.” 

“No,” said the Hebrew, “and that is why 
it is only a town.” 


Are Jews City Folk? 


An American writer, Lewis Browne, has 
recently written a book, “How Odd of 
God,” making use of the old slur of the 


Gentiles : ee 
Of God 
To choose 
The Jews. 


In this book he contends that the Jews 
are city folk, but Gentiles have the rural 
mind. There may be some truth in the 
idea. At any rate, the Jew has the com- 
mercial mind, and while he is not always 
a financial success the average is far higher 
than among Gentiles. Yes, the nations 


need the Jew on economic grounds, and 
to persecute him is unwise. 

London is much interested in the “Jewish 
problem.” The Jew is up for general dis- 
cussion in a new way just now., A new 
periodical, World Jewry, may be purchased 
on the streets as newspapers are pychased 
in America. 

The first number carries an article ex- 
plaining why the paper has come into ex- 
istence : 

“The anti-Semitic movement in this 
country and abroad is unfortunately grow- 
ing. We believe that the most effective 
way to combat it is to present a true pic- 
ture of Jewish life and to have the prob- 
lems of Jewry analysed by competent 
writers, Jewish and non-Jewish, of all 
shades of opinion, 

“The tragedy of the German Jews and 
the persecutions in Eastern European coun- 
tries have concentrated public attention 
on the problems of Jewry. But they are 
still insufficiently known to the majority 
of Jews and Gentiles. Our object, there- 
fore, is to provide a source of knowledge 
to all who are interested in the Jewish 
Question. 

“The inspiring picture afforded by the 
wonderful achievements of World Jewry 
in Palestine will receive due prominence. 
This collective contribution to civilisation 
is already acclaimed, by leading person- 
alities and writers of various nations, as a 
remarkable human effort. 


From Germany to Palestine 


“Throughout the ages of persecution and 
suffering, the symbol of eternity of Jewry 
has been a perpetual light which burns day 
and night in all synagogues all over the 
world. In taking this eternal flame, ‘Ner- 
Tamid,’ as its emblem, World Jewry will 
endeavour to spread the light of knowl- 
edge and truth, and to uphold the undying 
ideals of Judaism.” 

The High Commission for Refugees from 
Germany appointed by the League of Nations 
has been in session here in London’during 
the past week. The daily papers report 
Viscount Cecil as saying that there were 
between 50,000 and 60,000 Jewish and 
non-Jewish refugees. Of these many had 
found homes in Palestine. Other reports 
say that 9,000 have gone to Palestine in 
recent months from Germany. 

Of course, students of the Bible are 
thrilled at every mention of the return of 
Jews to Palestine. Some of us believed 
in it as a prophesied event, but hardly 
expected to see it happen under our own 
eyes, 

We are not defending persecution, but 
no doubt God is using anti-Semitism to 
further his own plans. Once more will 
he make the wrath of man to praise him. 

Theodore Herzl was born in Budapest. 
He became the founder of Zionism. He 
was a successful journalist in Paris, writ- 
ing well. and enjoying prosperity, when 
the Dreyfus affair occurred. Soon in the 
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streets of Paris was heard the cry, “Down 
with the Jews— Death to the Jews.” 


For centuries the Jew had enjoyed equal 
rights in France. To be in France was 
to be at home for almost any Jew. Herzl 
felt as if the earth were rolling out from 
under Jewish feet. What could they do? 
He wrote a book—“The Jewish State.” 
The Jew must have his own land —and 
here was born the Zionist movement. 

Zionism has had its ups and downs dur- 
ing the years. It looked hopeless at times. 
Then came the Great War. Back in 1920 
B. C., according to Jewish scholars, Abram 
became Abraham and he was promised a 
land. In A. D. 1920 the council of the 
Allies in conference at San Remo gave 
England the Palestinian mandate “to create 
a national home for the Jews.” 

But how are you going to get the Jews 
who are well content in Germany and other 
lands to go to Palestine? Well, they are 
going ! 

Tel Aviv is not yet twenty-five years 
old, and some of its years were the years 
of the War, but that new city in Palestine 
has nearly 80,000 population. I have not 
seen it for five years, but even then it 
was bustling and prospering. Now the 
news says it is a boom city. It has modern 
homes, paved streets, a great electric plant, 
and a bathing beach. In fact, the news- 
papers again and again have said there is 
no depression in Palestine. 

The Zionist Movement headquarters in 
London gives us interesting information 
concerning colonization in the Holy Land. 
They say that, of the 9,000 German Jews 
recently entering the Land, 5,000 are in 
Tel Aviv, 1,000 in Jerusalem, 1,000 in 
Haifa, and 2,000 in the newer small settle- 
ments. 

Further, they tell us that Jewish immi- 
grants into Palestine in 1933 totaled 38,- 
ooo. Their estimate is of a Jewish popu- 
lation of 245,000, an increase in two years 
of 65,000 or thirty-five per cent. 

The Zionist Review, published in Lon- 

don as the organ of the Zionist Movement, 
carries in the current issue an article by 
Rhys J. Davies, member of Parliament. 
He reports on his official visit to Palestine 
as follows: 
““Haifa is a very busy town. Houses, 
shops, and institutions of all kinds are 
springing up everywhere. There is no un- 
employment, by the way, in Palestine. We 
saw workmen lined up at the Trade Union 
headquarters arranging in which order 
accumulated work should be undertaken. 

“Whilst Haifa itself is literally humming 
with industry —with up-to-date oil and 
soap and cement works—a _ workmen’s 
settlement lying between Haifa and Acre 
interested me immensely. Two hundred 
decent workmen’s dwellings had already 
been erected, and four hundred more are 
to be built soon on reclaimed land. About 
30,000 acres of malarial swamp has been 
reclaimed in that area. The two qualifica- 
tions for admission into this community 
are that the applicant must be a Jew and 
a Trade Unionist. 

“There is no sound reason why Jewish 
immigration should not proceed at a much 
more rapid rate than at present, because 
Palestine can well absorb and sustain a 
much bigger population. Those who be- 
lieve in the progress of the humar race, in 
a higher standard of life and civilization, 
and in the emancipation of an oppressed 
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people, must, on the sheer facts of the case, 
work and support a policy that will open 
the gates much wider to the flow of Jews 
into the Land of Promise.” 

These are significant days for Israel and 
the world. The fig tree seems to be bud- 
ding. The mind of the Jew is turning 
toward the Homeland increasingly these 
days. Persecution and the threat of it is 
bringing to pass a new Jewish solidarity, and 
that will mean a new Jewish nationalism. 

I have been talking with three middle- 
aged English Jews. They were born in 
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Whitechapel, of Whitechapel-born parents. 
They are first Jews and then English — 
and proud of it. But there is a wistful- 
ness in their eyes when you speak of Pales- 
tine — and they would love to see Tel Aviv. 

“Should Israel have a national home?” 
I ask. 

“Yes, indeed,” is the reply. 

And again I see that wistful eye. Is it 
possible that even these contented London 
Jews find a longing for the Land in their 
breasts ? 

(To be continued) 








Concluding the thought-provoking 
list begun in last week's issue 








The Questions Asked by the Lord Jesus 
Compiled by Major J. W. Loveland 














judge ye not what is right?” (Luke 
12: 57.) 

94. “Suppose ye that these Galileans 
were sinners above all the Galileans, be- 
cause they suffered such things? . . . Or 
those eighteen, upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that 
they were sinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem?” (Luke 13: 2-4.) 


95. “Thou hypocrite, doth not each one 
of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his 
ass from the stall, and lead him away to 
watering? And ought not this woman, 
being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be 
loosed from this bond on the sabbath 
day?” (Luke 13:15, 16.) 


96. “For which of you, intending to build 
a tower, sitteth not down first, and count- 
eth the cost, whether he have sufficient to 
finish it?” (Luke 14: 28.) 


97. “Or what king, going to make war 
against another king, sitteth not down first, 
and consulteth whether he be able with ten 
thousand to meet him that cometh against 
him with twenty thousand?” (Luke 14: 
31.) 


98. “What man of you, having an hun- 
dred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth 
not leave the ninety and nine in the wil- 
derness, and go after that which is lost, 
until he find it?” (Luke 15: 4.) 


99. “Either what woman having ten 
pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth 
not light a candle, and sweep the house, 
and seek diligently until she find it?” (Luke 
15:8.) 


100. “If therefore ye have not been faith- 
ful in the unrighteous mammon, who will 
commit to your trust the true riches?” 
(Luke 16: 11.) 


tor. “And if ye have not been faithful 
in that which is another man’s, who shall 
give you that which is your own?” (Luke 
16: 12.) 


102. “But which of you, having a servant 
plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto 
him by and by, when he is come from 
the field, Go and sit down to meat? And 
will not rather say unto him, Make ready 
wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and 
serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; 
and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 
Doth he thank that servant because he 
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did the things that were commanded him? 
(Luke 17: 7-9.) 

103. “Were there not ten cleansed? but 
where are the nine?” (Luke 17: 17.) 

104. “And shall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them?” (Luke 
18: 7.) 

105. “Nevertheless when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” 
(Luke 18:8.) 

106. “Wherefore then gavest not thou 
my money into the bank, that at my com- 
ing I might have required mine own with 
usury?” (Luke 19: 23.) 

107. “For whether is greater, he that 
sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not 
he that sitteth at meat?” (Luke 22: 27.) 

108. “Why sleep ye?” (Luke 22: 46.) 

109. “Judas, betrayest thou the Son of 
man with a kiss?” (Luke 22: 48.) 

110. “For if they do these things in a 
green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” 
(Luke 23: 31.) 

111. “What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another, as 
ye walk, and are sad?” (Luke 24: 17.) 

112. “What things?” (Luke 24: 19.) 

113. “Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his glory?” 
(Luke 24: 26.) 

114. “Why are ye troubled? and why do 


thoughts arise in your hearts?” (Luke 24: 
38.) 


115. “Have ye here any meat?” (Luke 
24: 41.) 
116. “What seek ye?” (John 1: 38.) 


117. “Because I said unto thee, I saw 
thee under the fig tree, believest thou?” 
(John 1: 50.) 


118. “Woman, what have I to do with 
thee?” (John 2: 4.) 

119. “Art thou a master of Israel, and 
knowest not these things?” (John 3: 10.) 


120. “If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, 
if I tell you of heavenly things?” (John 
33 Iz.) 


121. “Say not ye, There are yet four 
months, and then cometh harvest?” (John 
4: 35.) 


122. “Wilt thou be made whole?” (John 
5:6.) 
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123. “How can ye believe, which receive 
honour one of another, and seek not the 
honour that cometh from God only?” (John 
5: 44.) 

124. “But if ye believe not his [Moses’] 
writings, how shall ye believe my words?” 
(John 5: 47.) 

125. “Whence shall we buy bread, that 
these may eat?” (John 6:5.) 

126. “Doth this offend you?” (John 6: 
61.) 

127. “What and if ye shall see the Son 
of man ascend up where he was before?” 
(John 6: 62.) 

128. “Will ye also go away?” (John 6: 
67.) 

129. “Have not I chosen you twelve, and 
one of you is a devil?” (John 6: 70.) 

130. “Did not Moses give you the law, 
and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why 
go ye about to kill me?” (John 7: 19.) 

131. “If a man on the sabbath day re- 
ceive circumcision, that the law of Moses 
should not be broken; are ye angry at me, 
because I have made a man every whit 
whole on the sabbath day?” (John 7: 23.) 

132. “Woman, where are those thine 


accusers? hath no man condemned thee?” 
(John 8: 10.) 


133. “Why do ye not understand my 
speech?” (John 8: 43.) 

134. “Which of you convinceth me of 
sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye 
not believe me?” (John 8: 46.) 

135. “Dost thou believe on the Son of 
God?” (John 9: 35.) 

136. “Many good works have I shewed 
you from my Father; for which of those 
works do ye stone me?” (John 10: 32.) 

137. “Is it not written in your law, I 
said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, 
unto whom the word of God came, and 
the scripture cannot be broken; say ye 
of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, 
and sent into the world, Thou blasphem- 
est; because I said, I am the Son of God?” 
(John 10: 34-36.) 

138. “Are there not twelve hours in the 
day?” (John 11:9.) . 

139. “Believest thou this?” (John 11: 

-) 


140. “Where have ye laid him?” (John 
II: 34.) 

141. “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God?” (John 11: 40.) 


142. “Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say?” (John 12: 27.) 


143. “Know ye what I have done to 
you?” (John 13: 12.) 

144. “Wilt thou lay down thy life for 
my sake?” (John 13: 38.) 


145. “Have I been so long time with you, 
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the 
Father? Believest thou not that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me?” (John 
14:9, 10.) 

146. “Put up thy sword into the sheath: 
the cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it?” (John 18: 11.) 


147. “Why asketh thou me?” (John 18: 
21.) 


148. “If I have spoken evil, bear witness 
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of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou 
me?” (John 18: 23.) 

149. “Sayest thou this thing of thyself, 
or did others tell it thee of me?” (John 
18: 34.) 

150. “Woman, why weepest thou? whom 
seekest thou?” (John 20: 15.) 

151. “Children, 
(John 21:5.) 

152. “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me more than these? . . . Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me?” (John 21: 15-17.) 

153. “If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee?” (John 21: 22.) 

154. “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me?” (Acts 9: 4.) 

Wasuineton, D. C. 


have ye any meat?” 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, ff return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am writing this letter 
regarding my own problem. I had been keep- 
ing steady company with a man for one year, 
and then he decided that we should be good 
friends. We went on the same as always for 
six months; then about three months ago he 
met a friend of his, unsaved, whom he went 
with years ago. He was unkind to me, and I 
tried to be sweeter than ever to him. He then 
wouldn’t even look at me, but I spoke to him 
as I always had. One day his friend became 
very ill and was taken to the hospital. She 
was in need and had no money, and he wanted 
to help her and came to me to borrow for 
her need. I didn’t refuse him, but I said I 
would pray about it, and in whatever way God 
led me I should act, and whatever he laid on 
my heart I should do. He went away all smiles, 
and I felt God had humbled him and that I 
should: do as he wanted me to do. I believe 
God will bring him back, for God has burdened 
me much for him. I am in much prayer for 
him, and at times believe he is a saved man 
and has been so for years; and then again 
sometimes I am afraid he has not been born 
again. He says if he is out of the will of the 
Lord he hopes God will bring him back and 
make a strong Christian of him. I speak to 
him about the Lord every chance I get. I 
don’t know whether he likes it or not, but I 
feel I should, and by being sweet and kind to 
him I may win him back to the Lord. I 
haven’t grown a bit cold toward him, and think 
just the same of him. He said I was not the 
type of woman he wanted. I should iove to 
have your advice in this matter. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your recent letter 

is before me, and I am so pleased 
that you have no bitterness toward this 
young man of whom you write. That you 
are keeping sweet under trying circum- 
stances can never do anything but show 
him your Christian character. In helping 
him when the opportunity came, and when 
you would not have been expected to help 
the girl to whom he went when he left you, 
you have done your part; and I am re- 
minded of the text that says: “Give to him 
that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away” (Matt. 
5:42). You have had compassion on those 
who have needed you, and God will bless 
you and reward you for considering their 
need. 
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Keep on praying for this man as long 
as it is laid on your heart, and always speak 
about the Lord to him when it is given 
you to do so: Never be afraid to do the 
thing the Holy Spirit leads you to do, but 
be fearless and strong to obey, and then 
you may expect God to bless your efforts. 

But do not be sure that there may come 
to you a different experience with this 
man. It may be God is using you for his 
salvation, and may not want you to marry 
him; so be sure to keep yourself in God's 
hands, that you may be willing for God to 
have his own way with you, and that you 
may be found faithful to your Lord above 
everything else. You can trust the Lord 
to make no mistake in your life and: not 
permit you to be led astray by any senti- 
ment, if it is his will that you never be- 
come any more to this man than a friend. 
Therefore keep close to God for guidance, 
so that you will not be influenced by any 
false reasoning, or be led by the enemy to 
see things in the wrong light and not in the 
light of the will of God. “God’s way is 
the best way” we often sing, and it is so 
true, that we should be sure we are fully 
in his keeping and living up to this stand- 
ard. Then we shall be led to higher 
heights and into greater depths of bless- 
edness, and God can use us and glorify him- 
self through all that we do. That is the 
life worth living, and the happiest life one 
can know. Free from self, and following 
him, who “doeth all things well.” God help 
you so to yield to his plan for your life, 
that you will have no choice but his choice, 


A Life Spent for God 
Among Cannibals 


(Concluded from second page) 


Guimi village waiting for the Spirit’s com- 
mand, but it did not come. So he sought 
to live as Jesus would live, carrying fire- 
wood for astonished old women, fetching 
drinking water from the spring, showing 
kindness to cripples and gentleness to all. 
The people were amazed. It was a psycho- 
logical state into which they never before 
had peered. 

Then came the day when the Spirit of 
God said, “Speak,” and Bokamani re- 
counted the story of his birth into the king- ° 
dom of peace and joy. Now the villagers 
knew what it meant. The mystery of kind- 
ness was cleared upfor them, and Bokamani 
was soon leading them one by one into 
that same Kingdom. 

Everything is clean, simple, and inex- 
persive in this mission. The twenty-seven 
outstations are equipped with coconut plan- 
tations, gardens, primary schools taught 
by native Christians, and churches min- 
istered to by faithful (unpaid) Papuan 
elders. 

A mission: in which such things happen 
can be of one sort only —“a true-to-the- 
Word” organization as one supporter calls 
it. It is a prayer mission. At every sta- 
tion is a prayer house. At Kwato the Chris- 
tians come every evening from six to eight- 
thirty as they are able, and on Sundays 
the people start praying at two-thirty and 
go on until 6 PB. M. So are the evangel- 
ists in the villages upheld by those abiding 
at home, 

No wonder “the morning light is break- 
ing” over New Guinea! 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. HOSEA PREACHES GOD'S LOVE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Hosea 6, 11, 14; printed text: 11:1-4, 8,9; 14:4-9 


Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.—John 3:16 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Hosea 11 : 1-4, 8, 9; 14: 4-9 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Hosea 11: 1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called 
my son out of Egypt. 

2 As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed 
unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images, 

3 I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but 
they knew not that I healed them. 

4°I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I 
was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid 
meat unto them. 


8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as 
Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled 
together. 

9 I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return 
to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in 
the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city. 

14:4 I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for 
mine anger is turned away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive 
tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall re- 
vive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be 
as the wine of Lebanon. 

8 Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? 
I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. 
From me is thy fruit found. 

Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and 
he shall know them? for the ways of the Lorp are right, and the just 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Hosea 11: 1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called 
my son out of Egypt. 2 The more the prophets called them, the 
more they went from them: they sacrificed unto the Baalim, and 
burned incense to graven images. 3 Yet I taught Ephraim to walk; 
1] took them on my arms; but they knew not that I healed them. 
4 I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love; and I 
was to them as they that lift up the yoke on their jaws; and I laid 
food before them, 

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I cast thee off, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as 
Zeboiim? my heart is turned within me, my compassions are kindled 
together. go I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the 
Holy One in the midst of thee; and I will not ?come in wrath. 

14:4 1 will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely; for 
mine anger is turned away from him. 5 I will be as the dew unto 
Israel; he shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 
Lebanon, 6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as 
the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 7 They that dwell under 
his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the grain; and blossom 
as the vine: *the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
8 *Ephraim shail say, What have I to do any more with idols? I 
have answered, and will regard him: I am like a green fir-tree; from 
me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wise, that he may understand these things? prudent, 
that he may know them? for the ways of Jehovah are right, and the 
just shall walk in them; but transgressors shall fall therein. 

1 Heb., he tookethem on his arms. *Or, enter into the city. 
> Or, his memorial. *Or, O Ephraim, what, etc. 
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shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


N ALL history there is no more heart- 

moving story of constant and triumphant 
. human love than the love of the prophet 
Hosea for his faithless wife. Evidently 
he married a wife who had been an impure 
woman, who after her marriage fell back 
into the old. life, from which Hosea, still 
loving her, rescued her, buying her at the 
price of a slave. Some scholars take this 
story as an allegory, but it is in keeping 
with the actual experiences of other 
prophets whose domestic relations became 
symbols for their prophetic message (Isa. 
8:18; 7:3; 8: 1-4; Jer. 16: 1-4; Ezek. 24: 
15-27). It is fitting that Hosea, with such 
heart-rending personal experience, should 
become pre-eminently the prophet of God’s 
love — yearning, pleading, triumphant love 
for his faithless people. As Hosea un- 
folds this love he foreshadows the Saviour 
in whom that love became incarnate. 


The Historical Setting 

Hosea began his prophecies probably 
toward the end of the reign of Jeroboam 
II, and continued perhaps till the fall of 
Samaria, in the sixth year of Hezekiah. 
Thus he was an earlier contemporary of 
Isaiah, also of Amos and Micah. His dates 
‘may: be put from 787 to 722 B. C. Hosea 
prophesied to the Ten Tribes, but Judah 
also is brought prominently into his 
prophecy. 
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Verse by Verse 


Hosea 11: 1.—When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him. In the beginning or the 
childhood of the nation, when they were 
ealled out of Egypt (Hosea 2:15), God 
set his love upon Israel,—not for any 
worth in them, but out of his own infinite 
grace and unsearchable love (Jer. 31:3; 
Deut. 7: 6-8; 1 John 4:10). Called my son 
out of Egypt. God is loving his chosen 
people as he loves his own Son (Exod. 
4:22, 23), and this verse is quoted as 
applying also to Christ himself (Matt. 2: 
15), of whom Israel is a type, and who ful- 
filled all God’s will for. Israel (Isa. 49: 
3-7). 

Verse 2—As they called them, so. they 
went from them. Instead of responding to 
the call of God through his prophets, they 
perversely went in the opposite direction 
(2 Kings 17: 13-16). Note translation of 
Revised Version. They sacrificed unto 
Baalim, and burned incense to graven 
images. 

Verse 3.—I taught Ephraim also to go. 
Literally, “to use his feet,” as a parent 
deals with his little child. But they knew 
not that I healed them. How common, to 
take temporal and physical and spiritual 
blessings and not to recognize that God 
is the giver! So Hosea’s faithless wife 
knew not that her husband provided (Hosea 
2:5: S). 

Verse 4—I drew them with cords of a 
man, with bands of love, The infinite God 
is here seen reaching down and dealing 
tenderly in loving wooing that man can 
understand. What a picture of the Lord 


Jesus! (Read carefully Deut. 18: 15-18; 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


Job 33:6, 7.) As they that take off the 
yoke on their jaws. Another human figure, 
of the humane master caring tenderly for 
his beast, easing the yoke, setting food be- 
fore them, to picture the tender love of the 
heavenly Father. 


Verse 8—How shall I make thee as 


Admah?.,..as Zeboim? Two of the smaller 


cities that perished in. the overthrow of 
Sodom: and Gomorrah (Gen. 14:8; 19: 20- 
22, 24, 15). These cities are examples of 
complete destruction, and Israel was not to 
be like them (Isa. 1:9). Mine heart is 
turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled. Rather, “my compassions are 
kindled.” Read Luke 19: 41-44 and Mat- 
thew 23: 37 for a commentary on this reve- 
lation of God’s compassion. 


Verse 9.—For I am God, and not man. 
He is God and not man- because his 
thoughts of pardon are infinitely above 
what man could conceive (Isa. 55:7-9), 
because he has given an_ unconditional 
promise of mercy and will not change as 
man does, because there is change in Israel 
(Num. 23:19; Mal. 3:6). J will not enter 
into the city. To destroy it. 

Chapter 14, verses 4 to 9.—I will heul 
their blacksliding. This follows their re- 
pentance. Verses 1 to 3 constitute a proph- 
ecy as well as an appeal. Hosea climaxes 
his prophecy with a picture of the restora- 
tion of repentant Israel. 

Verse 8.—What have I to-do any more 
with idols? This was fulfilled on the return 
from Babylon, after which Israel was cured 
from outward idolatry, but it awaits a 
complete fulfillment when Israel returns to 
Christ. 
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Verse 9.—Who is wise; and he shall un- 
derstand these things? This remarkable 
verse sums up the whole book, challenges 
us to heed the message, and divides men 
into two classes (Psa. 107: 43; Jer. 9:12; 
Dan. 12:10; John 8: 47). The ways of the 
Lord. are right, and. the just shall walk in 
them: but the transgressors shall fall 
therein, God’s ways are ways of grace, a 
sweet fragrance, but a fragrance of life 
unto life to those who accept, and of death 
unto death to those who persist in following 
their own way (Prov. 10:29; Luke 2: 34; 
2 Gor, 3: 16; 1 Pet. 2:7; S$). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The heart of the Bible is the heart of 
this lesson— John 3:16. We are called 
again to measure the measureless love of 
God, to survey its breadth and length and 
height and depth, to study to know the love 
that passes knowledge (Eph. 3:18, 19). 
John 3:16 gives the measure: “God so 
loved”; its breadth takes in all men; its 
length is from everlasting to everlasting 
(John 13:1; Rom. 8:39); its height lifts 
us to the highest heaven and seats us with 
Christ ; its depth reaches to the lowest place 
where we were and where the cross of shame 
stooped to get us. It is a love for sinners, 
the love of Christ —the love of the Cross. 
The pseudo-love preached by men who deny 
sin and hell and judgment is soft and silly 
sentimentalism and not love. The love of 
John 3: 16 is love that poured out the judg- 
ment of a holy God on his well-beloved Son, 
taking our: place; he gave his Son to die 
the sinner’'s death. And this redemptive 
love of God divides men into two classes, 
those who believe and live, and those who 
perish. The love that Modernists assign 
to God leaves none to perish —a love that 
overlooks sin in man, not the love that bears 
sin to the uttermost. One of the greatest 
of the marvels of this love of God is that 
we who accept the love Gift are rooted and 
grounded in love, Christ dwelling in our 
hearts, that we might minister this love of 
God to others. 


Lesson Outlines 

LovinG AND WINNING ISRAEL + 

1. God’s love pleading with his faith- 
less people (Chap. 6). 

2. God’s love yearning over his back- 
sliding people (Chap. 11). 

3. God’s love triumphant in restoring 
his repentant people (Chap. 14). 


Love Tuat Passes KNOWLEDGE 


1. Measure of God’s love: as he loved 
his own Son (John 15:9; Eph. 3: 18). 

2. Objects of God’s love: undeserving 
and ill-deserving, rebellious sinners 
(Rom. 5:8). 

3. Expression of God’s love: the Cross 
of Christ (John 3:16; 1 John 4:10; 2 
Cor. 5: 19). 

4. Receivers of God’s love: “Whoso- 
ever believeth” (John 3:16, 36). 

5. Rejecters of God’s love: will “per- 
ish” (John 3:16; Hosea 14:9; 2 Cor. 
2: 14-16). 

6. Channels of God’s love: his love 
is to be in us (Rom. 5:5; John 17:26; 
John 15:12; 1 John 3: 16). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Hosea’s Domestic Experience. See Ap- 


proach to the Lesson. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. August 26—Hosea Preaches God’s 
BAGO. 5 isc bic rcsniccvovestyes Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7 : 6. 
11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 


ple Back to God ........2 Chronicles 30 
12, September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 


13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 
History. 
Fourth Quarter 


1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 


John 15 
2. October 14.—The Christian and His 
SEES ccseuvcsneresveescacs »--Acts 8 : 26-30 


3. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesiams 3 : 14-21 








Israel’s Future. In all the prophets no 
clearer picture is given of Israel’s present 
state and future destiny than that in the 
third chapter of Hosea. As Hosea’s wife, 
rescued from her false lovers, was to abide 
many days without either her false lovers 
or her true husband, so Israel is to abide 
many days without her true King and also 
without a false prince of her own selection; 
without the God-ordained sacrifice, and also 
without the heathen pillars and their abom- 
inable sacrifices (1 Kings 14: 23); without 
the ephod and its revelation of God’s will, 
also without the teraphim, the Satanic way 
in which the heathen sought guidance 
(Ezek, 21:21). What a picture of Israel 
today, the puzzle among races and.nations, 
having rejected the true God and yet not 
worshiping idols. There is the sure prom- 
ise of Hosea 3:5 that they will return to 
the Lord and his goodness in the latter 
days. It awaits the final fulfillment when 
Israel as a nation will receive Christ at 
his second coming (Rom. 11: 26). 


Love’s Constancy. In Hosea’s love for 
his erring wife we have a real embodi- 
ment of Shakespeare’s striking lines on the 
unchanging character of true love; yet 
Hosea’s love is but a faint shadow of 
God’s love for his erring people: 


Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 
Or bends with the remover to remove; 
O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark 
That looks on tempests and is never shaken. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Choose concerning God’s love. To ac- 
cept Christ is to receive God’s redeeming 
love. To reject is to perish, to be a trans- 
gressor that will fall (Hosea 14:9). 

Abide in God’s love for assurance and 
victory. Knowing that God loves us 
as he loves his own Son, and that nothing 
can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ (Rom. 8:39), what assurance of 
safety should be ours, and of victory and 
of answered prayer (John 15:7, 9, 10, 16). 


Be channels ‘of God’s love to others: 
To Christians (John 15:12, 17; 1 John 
3:14); to Israel (Rom. 9: 1-3; 10:1); to 
lost men, especially those who have never 
heard (John 3:16; Mark 16:15; Rom. 15: 
20, 21); to the poor and sick and suffer- 
ing (Luke 4:18; Gal. 2: 10); to the Lord 
Jesus (1 John 4:19; 1 Pet. 1:8). 

Backsliders, repent and return! 
is the great book for backsliders. 


Hosea 
God’s 
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pleading, yearning love reaches out to wel- 
come back to all who will from the heart 
repent. 

Preach the wrath of God. So only will 
men understand the love of God. Because 
God is love he hates sin, and his judgment 
must burn against sin. The prophets 
preached God’s anger and threatenings, that 
they might turn men to repentance, the 
place where his love can be poured upon 
them. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God’s love is not blind; he sees our 
sin and he sees Christ’s rightecusness. 

To love God is to hate sin, and as our 
understanding of his love grows, our hatred 
of sin will grow. 

A poet’s vain fancy may try to picture 
a man who does not love the Lord, but 
wants to be written as one who loves his 
fellow men; but never in the Bible is this 
contradiction found,—nor in real life. 


Grace is not merely unmerited love and 
favor of God; it is the love of God poured 
out on those who merit the wrath of God. 


God sets his love on us that his love may 
be in us (John 17: 26). 


God’s law and God’s love are forever 
joined: for love is the fulfilling of the 
law, and when his love is in our heart, 
then his law is written there; we abide 
in his love by keeping his commandments. 


God’s prophets were not popular with 
the rich nor with the masses; nor are they 
today. 


We cannot comprehend the love of Christ, 
but we may apprehend it—lay hold of 
it—in some measure, by receiving it then 
exercising it. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


OW nearly were Amos and Hosea con- 
temporary ? 

2. What New Testament writers or pas- 
sages may well be studied with Hosea, in or- 
der to obtain a fuller view of what God’s 
love really is? 


3. What does the name Hosea mean? 


4. Can you name two other prominent Bible 
characters who had the same name as Hosea? 


5. One of the most terrible words in human 
language is in John 3:16. What is this 
word, and why should it be in the love verse 
of the Bible? 

6. What does our Lord say is the highest 
expression of love? What remarkable verse 
tells us that we know love because God gave 
this expression of his love? 

7..What four messages or teachings con- 
cerning Israel and her relation to are 
given in Hosea which are also given in Amos? 

8. What false view of God’s love is being 
preached today? How does John 3: 16 save 
us from that view? 

9. Does Hosea’s view of God’s love give 
the same message as John 3: 16? 

to. Can you find two direct prophecies of 
Christ in Hosea? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 518. 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. HOSEA PREACHES GOD'S LOVE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Hosea 6, 11, 14; printed text: 11:1-4, 8,9; 14:4-9 


Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.—John 3:16 


= 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Hosea 11 : 1-4, 8, 9; 14: 4-9 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called 
my son out of Egypt. 

2 As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed 
unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images, 

gi taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but 
they knew not that I healed them. 

4°I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I 
was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid 
meat unto them. 


8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as 
Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled 
together, 

9 I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return 
to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in 
the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city. 

14:4 I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for 
mine anger is turned away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive 
tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall re- 
vive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be 
as the wine of Lebanon. 

8 Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? 
I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. 
From me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and 
he shall know them? for the ways of the Lorp are right, and the just 
shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein. 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Hosea 11: 1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called 
my son out of Egypt. 2 The more the prophets called them, the 
more they went from them: they sacrificed unto the Baalim, and 
burned incense to graven images. 3 Yet I taught Ephraim to walk; 
2I took them on my arms; but they knew not that I healed them. 
4 I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love; and I 
was to them as they that lift up the yoke on their jaws; and I laid 
food before them, 

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I cast thee off, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as 
Zeboiim? my heart is turned within me, my compassions are kindled 
together. go I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the 
Holy One in the midst of thee; and I will not ?come in wrath. 

14:41 will heal their backsliding, I will love them. freely; for 
mine anger is turned away from him. 5 I will be as the dew unto 
Israel; he shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 

banon, 6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as 
the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 7 They that dwell under 
his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the grain, and blossom 
as the vine: *the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
8 *Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I 
have answered, and will regard him: I am like a green fir-tree; from 
me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wise, that he may understand these things? prudent, 
that he may know them? for the ways of Jehovah are right, and the 
just shall walk in them; but transgressors shall fall therein. 

1 Heb., he took-ethem on his arms. *7Or, enter into the city. 

3 Or, his memorial. *Or, O Ephraim, what, etc. 

American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


August 11, 1934 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


N ALL history there is no more heart- 
| moving story of constant and triumphant 

human love than the love of the prophet 
Hosea for his faithless wife. Evidently 
he married a wife who had been an impure 
woman, who after her marriage fell back 
into the old. life, from which Hosea, still 
loving her, rescued her, buying her at the 
price of a slave. Some scholars take this 
story as an allegory, but it is in keeping 
with the actual experiences of other 
prophets whose domestic relations became 
symbols for their prophetic message (Isa. 
8:18; 7:3; 8: 1-4; Jer. 16: 1-4; Ezek. 24: 
15-27). It is fitting that Hosea, with such 
heart-rending personal experience, should 
become pre-eminently the prophet of God’s 
love — yearning, pleading, triumphant love 
for his faithless people. As Hosea un- 
folds this love he foreshadows the Saviour 
in whom that love became incarnate. 


The Historical Setting 

Hosea began his prophecies probably 
toward the end of the reign of Jeroboam 
II, and continued perhaps till the fall of 
Samaria, in the sixth year of Hezekiah. 
Thus he was an earlier contemporary of 
Isaiah, also of Amos and Micah. His. dates 
‘may: be put from 787 to 722 B. C. Hosea 
prophesied to the Ten Tribes, but Judah 
also is brought prominently into his 
prophecy. 
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Verse by Verse 


Hosea 11:1.—When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him. In the beginning or the 
childhood of the nation, when they were 
called out of Egypt (Hosea 2:15), God 
set his love upon Israel,—not for any 
worth in them, but out of his own infinite 
grace and unsearchable love (Jer. 31:3; 
Deut. 7: 6-8; 1 John 4:10). Called my son 
out of Egypt. God is loving his chosen 
people as he loves his own Son (Exod. 
4:22, 23), and this verse is quoted as 
applying also to Christ himself (Matt. 2: 
15), of whom Israel is a type, and who ful- 
filled all God’s will for. Israel (Isa. 49: 
3-7). 

Verse 2—As they called them, so. they 
went from them. Instead of responding to 
the call of God through his prophets, they 
perversely went in the opposite direction 
(2 Kings 17: 13-16). Note translation of 
Revised Version. They sacrificed unto 
Baalim, and burned incense to graven 
images. 

Verse 3.—I raught Ephraim also to go. 
Literally, “to use his feet,” as a parent 
deals with his little child. But they knew 
not that I nealed them. How common, to 
take temporal and physical and spiritual 
blessings and not to recognize that God 
is the giver! So Hosea’s faithless wife 
knew not that her husband provided (Hosea 
2:5, @); 

Verse 4—I drew them with cords cf a 
man, with bands of love. The infinite God 
is here seen reaching down and dealing 
tenderly in loving wooing that man can 
understand. What a picture of the Lord 


Jesus! (Read carefully Deut. 18: 15-185 


Job 33:6, 7.) As they that take off the 
yoke on their jaws. Another human figure, 
of the humane master caring tenderly for 
his beast, easing the yoke, setting food be- 
fore them, to picture the tender love of the 
heavenly Father. 

Verse 8—How shall I make thee as 
Admah? 
cities that perished in. the overthrow of 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 14:8; 19: 20- 
22, 24, 15). These cities are examples of 
complete destruction, and Israel was not to 
be like them (Isa. 1:9). Mine heart is 
turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled. Rather, “my compassions are 
kindled.” Read Luke 19: 41-44 and Mat- 
thew 23: 37 for a commentary on this reve- 
lation of God’s compassion. 

Verse 9.—For I am God, and not man. 
He is God and not man. because his 
thoughts of pardon are infinitely above 
what man could conceive (Isa. 55:7-9), 
because he has given an_ unconditional 
promise of mercy and will not change as 
man does, because there is change in Israel 
(Num. 23:19; Mal. 3:6). J will not enter 
into the city. To destroy it. 

Chapter 14, verses 4 to 9.—I will heul 
their blacksliding. This follows their re- 
pentance. Verses 1 to 3 constitute a proph- 
ecy as weil as an appeal. Hosea climaxes 
his prophecy with a picture of the restora- 
tion: of repentant Israel. 

Verse 8.—What have I to. do any more 
with idols? This was fulfilled on the return 
from Babylon, after which Israel was cured 
from outward idolatry, but it awaits a 
complete fulfillment when Israel returns to 
Christ. 


...as Zeboim? Two of the smaller © 
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Lesson for August 26 


Verse 9.—Who is wise; and he shall un- 
derstand these things? This remarkable 
verse sums up the whole book, challenges 
us to heed the message, and divides men 
into two classes (Psa. 107: 43; Jer. 9: 12; 
Dan. 12:10; John 8:47). The ways of the 
Lord. are right, and. the just shall walk in 
them: but the transgressors shall fall 
therein. God’s ways are ways of grace, a 
sweet fragrance, but a fragrance of life 
unto life to those who accept, and of death 
unto death to those who persist in following 
their own way (Prov. 10:29; Luke 2: 34; 
2 Cor. 2: 16; 1 Pet. 2: 7, 8). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The heart of the Bible is the heart of 
this lesson— John 3:16. We are called 
again to measure the measureless love of 
God, to survey its breadth and length and 
height and depth, to study to know the love 
that passes knowledge (Eph. 3:18, 19). 
John 3:16 gives the measure: “God so 
loved”; its breadth takes in all men; its 
length is from everlasting to everlasting 
(John 13:1; Rom. 8:39); its height lifts 
us to the highest heaven and seats us with 
Christ ; its depth reaches to the lowest place 
where we were and where the cross of shame 
stooped to get us. It is a love for sinners, 
the love of Christ — the love of the Cross. 
The pseudo-love preached by men who deny 
sin and hell and judgment is soft and silly 
sentimentalism and not love. The love of 
John 3: 16 is love that poured out the judg- 
ment of a holy God on his well-beloved Son, 
taking our: place; he gave ‘his Son to die 
the sinner’s death. And this redemptive 
love of God divides men into two classes, 
those who believe and live, and those who 
perish. The love that Modernists assign 
to God leaves none to perish —a love that 
overlooks sin in man, not the love that bears 
sin to the uttermost. One of the greatest 
of the marvels of this love of God is that 
we who accept the love Gift are rooted and 
grounded in love, Christ dwelling in our 
hearts, that we might minister this love of 
God to others. 


Lesson Outlines 
LovING AND WINNING ISRAEL » 

1. God’s love pleading with his faith- 
less people (Chap. 6). 

2. God’s love yearning over his back- 
sliding people (Chap. 11). 

3. God’s love triumphant in restoring 
his repentant people (Chap. 14). 

Love TuHat Passes KNOWLEDGE 

1. Measure of God’s love: as he loved 
his own Son (John 15:9; Eph. 3: 18). 

2. Objects of God’s love: undeserving 
and ill-deserving, rebellious sinners 
(Rom. 5:8). 

3. Expression of God’s love: the Cross 
of Christ (John 3:16; 1 John 4:10; 2 
Cor. 5: 19). 

4. Receivers of God’s love: “Whoso- 
ever believeth” (John 3:16, 36). 

5. Rejecters of God’s love: will “per- 
ish” (John 3:16; Hosea 14:9; 2 Cor. 
2: 14-16). 

6. Channels of God’s love: his love 
is to be in us (Rom. 5:5; John 17:26; 
John 15:12; 1 John 3: 16). 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Hosea’s Domestic Experience. See Ap- 
proach to the Lesson. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. August 26.—Hosea Preaches God's 
TL, Me Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6, 
11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 
ple Back to God. .isesess 2 Chronicles 30 
12. September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 
13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 


History. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 
John 15 
2. October 14.—The Christian and His 
ETE - bes dase sudewavederees »--Acts 8 : 26-30 


is) 


. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesiams 3 : 14-21 








Israel’s Future. In all the prophets no 
clearer picture is given of Israel’s present 
state and future destiny than that in the 
third chapter of Hosea. As Hosea’s wife, 
rescued from her false lovers, was to abide 
many days without either her false lovers 
or her true husband, so Israel is to abide 
many days without her true King and also 
without a false prince of her own selection; 
without the God-ordained sacrifice, and also 
without the heathen pillars and their abom- 
inable sacrifices (1 Kings 14: 23); without 
the ephod and its revelation of God’s will, 
also without the teraphim, the Satanic way 
in which the heathen sought guidance 
(Ezek, 21:21). What a picture of Israel 
today, the puzzle among races and-nations, 
having rejected the true God and yet not 
worshiping idols. There is the sure prom- 
ise of Hosea 3:5 that they will return to 
the Lord and his goodness in the latter 
days. It awaits the final fulfillment when 
Israel as a nation will receive Christ at 
his second coming (Rom. 11: 26). 


Love’s Constancy. In Hosea’s love for 
his erring wife we have a real embodi- 
ment of Shakespeare’s striking lines on the 
unchanging character of true love; yet 
Hosea’s love is but a faint shadow of 
God’s love for his erring people: 

Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 
Or bends with the remover to remove; 
O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark 
That looks on tempests and is never shaken. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Choose concerning God’s love. To ac- 
cept Christ is to receive God’s redeeming 
love. To reject is to perish, to be a trans- 
gressor that will fall (Hosea 14:9). 

Abide in God’s love for assurance and 
victory. Knowing that God loves us 
as he loves his own Son, and that nothing 
can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ (Rom. 8:39), what assurance of 
safety should be ours, and of victory and 
of answered prayer (John 15:7, 9, 10, 16). 


Be channels of God’s love to others: 
To Christians (John 15:12, 17; 1 John 
3:14); to Israel (Rom. 9: 1-3; 10:1); to 
lost men, especially those who have never 
heard (John 3:16; Mark 16:15; Rom. 15: 
20, 21); to the poor and sick and suffer- 
ing (Luke 4:18; Gal. 2:10); to the Lord 
Jesus (1 John 4:19; 1 Pet. 1:8). 

Backsliders, repent and return! 
is the great book for backsliders. 


Hosea 
God’s 
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pleading, yearning love reaches out to wel- 
come back to all who will from the heart 
repent. 

Preach the wrath of God. So only will 
men understand the love of God. Because 
God is love he hates sin, and his judgment 
must burn against sin. The prophets 
preached God’s anger and threatenings, that 
they might turn men to repentance, the 
place where his love can be poured upon 
them. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God’s love is not blind; he sees our 
sin and he sees Christ’s rightecusness. 

To love God is to hate sin, and as our 
understanding of his love grows, our hatred 


- of sin will grow. 


A poet’s vain fancy may try to picture 
a man who does not love the Lord, but 
wants to be written as one who loves his 
fellow men; but never in the Bible is this 
contradiction found,—nor in real life. 


Grace is not merely unmerited love and 
favor of God; it is the love of God poured 
out on those who merit the wrath of God. 


God sets his love on us that his love may 
be in us (John 17: 26). 


God’s law and God’s love are forever 
joined: for love is the fulfilling of the 
law, and when his love is in our heart, 
then his law is written there; we abide 
in his love by keeping his commandments. 


God’s prophets were not popular with 
the rich nor with the masses; nor are they 
today. 


We cannot comprehend the love of Christ, 
but we may apprehend it—lay hold of 
it—in some measure, by receiving it then 
exercising it, 


CotumsiA, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and —— character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


OW nearly were Amos and Hosea con- 
temporary ? 

2. What New Testament writers or pas- 
sages may well be studied with Hosea, in or- 
der to obtain a fuller view of what God’s 
love really is? 


3- What does the name Hosea mean? 


4. Can you name two other prominent Bible 
characters who had the same name as Hosea? 


5. One of the most terrible words in human 
language is in John 3:16. What is this 
word, and why should it be in the love verse 
of the Bible? 


6. What does our Lord say is the highest 
expression of love? What remarkable verse 
tells us that we know love because God gave 
this expression of his love? 


7. What four messages or teachings con- 
cerning Israel and her relation to are 
given in Hosea which are also given in Amos? 

8. What false view of God’s love is being 
preached today? How does John 3:16 save 
us from that view? 

9. Does Hosea’s view of God’s love give 
the same message as John 3:16? 


1o. Can you find two direct prophecies of 
Christ in Hosea? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 518. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

God’s Marvels.—I drew them... with 
bands of love (Hosea 11:4). Here is a 
little bee that organizes a city, that builds 
ten thousand cells for honey, twelve thou- 
sand cells for larve, a holy of holies for 
the mother queen; a little bee that observes 
the increasing heat, and when the wax 
may melt and the honey be lost organizes 
the swarm into squads, puts sentinels at 
the entrances, glues the feet down, and 
then, with flying wings, creates a system 
of ventilation to cool the honey that makes 
an electric fan seem tawdry —a little honey 
bee that will include twenty square miles 
in the field over whose flowers it has over- 
sight. But if a tiny brain in a bee per- 
forms such wonders, who are you, that 
you should question the guidance of God? 
Lift up your eyes, and behold the hand 
that supports these stars, without pillars, 
the God who guides the planets without 
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collision—From “Beams of Light.” Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Difference.—How shall I give thee 
up, Ephraim? (11:8.) It was a one-man 
church, and candidates for the pulpit were 
being heard. An applicant came and 
preached on the text, “The wicked shall 
be turned into hell.’ The rich man turned 
thumbs down on him. This preacher was 
followed by another, who by a strange 
coincidence used the same text. The rich 
man said, “He’ll do, call him.” Folks were 
amazed. “Why, he had the same text as 
the other minister,” they said. “True,” 
replied the rich man, “he preached that 
the wicked would be turned into hell, all 
right, but he was, oh, so sorry; but the 
other man was glad of it.’—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


“She Stands, She Stands.”—I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them freely 
(v. 4). Kipling in his volume “The 
Bridges of India” tells of an incident which 
occurred when one of the great bridges 
was being built across the Ganges. The 
rains had produced a flooded condition, and 
when the roar of rushing waters was heard 
in the distance all hands were called from 
the structure. The moments that followed 
were breathless in suspense. The reputa- 
tion of the contractor was in the balance. 
Soon the great body of water struck the 
unfinished bridge and submerged it; then 
it reappeared from amidst the foam, intact; 
the workers shouted with ecstatic joy, “She 
stands! she stands!” In like manner the 
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many waters could not quench his love, 
neither could the floods drown it.”—From 
the Rev. C. J. Rolls, in The Bible Student. 
Sent by M, H. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration, 


How God Loves and Gives.—God so 
loved the world, that he gave his ... Son 
(Golden Text). Peter Mackenzie, a Meth- 
odist preacher of a generation ago, living 
in England, preached an early sermon from 
John 3:16. Gipsy Smith tells us that the 
preacher said, after announcing the text: 
“There are two striking things in my text: 
When God loves, he loves a world, When 
he gives, he gives his Son.” Such is the 
boundless love of the eternal Father of 
mankind.—Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
NS Fs 


The Telegram.—God so loved (Golden 
Text). A father in Watford two years 
ago was greatly troubled about his son. 
The lad had gone wrong, and, ill and de- 
spondent, he wrote home fearfully as if to 
ask if there was any hope. The father 
sent a telegram to him consisting of one 
word, “Home,” and it was signed “Father.” 
Now the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is God’s telegram to a sinful world.—From 
“joor Illustrations,’ by Rev. A. Webb. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thy mercy has met us at every turn of the 
way. Thou hast loved us with an everlasting 
love, and we do not come to thee today offering 
our own merits as any claim upon thy love, 
but the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Substitute. Thou hast not limited thy love 
by our poor appreciation of it, but when we 
have wandered away from thee thou art still 
the same, for it is not our hold upon thee that 
keeps us, but thy hold upon us. If we have 
turned away from thee at any time during this 
week, wilt thou forgive our wandering minds, 
our turning to interests that are not of thee, 
and this day draw us close to thyself that 
we may walk with thee in humble and joyful 
service with no barriers between our loyalty 
and thy forgiving and sustaining love. We ask 
this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What startling ups 
and downs there were in the history of 
Israel! How often God called to them 
through his prophets to give up their evil 
ways and to return to him in humble obe- 
dience! There were great promises for 
them all along the way. It was his great 
love that made this possible. But Israel 
was like a man climbing a slippery slope, 
stumbling and falling when close beside 
was a good path leading upward,—the 
path of obedience! Can you quote the 
Bible text that shows us the greatest tes- 
timony in all God’s Word to the outstand- 
ing fact of God’s love? What is the great- 
est proof that he gave of his love? Yes, 
you have no trouble about repeating John 
3:16. The trouble that so many of us 
have is the old, old trouble that Israel had 
in turning away from what God wanted for 
them, to try instead their own ways. Do 
you suppose you could find in this coming 
week any better way for your life than 
God’s way? It would be a pretty hopeless 
search, wouldn’t it? His love always points 
to his way, and that way is always best. 
And if you have not yet accepted his 


greatest gift of love, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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as your Saviour, will you not do so today? 
Let us pray. 


His LOVE Pots io THE WAY 


FOR HIS CHILDREN 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Love.—When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him, and -called my son out 
of Egypt (Hosea 11:1). The prophet of 
the bleeding heart and a disappointed love 
now talks to us about a love that never 
fails. God so loved Israel (the world) 
that he.called his (only begotten) Son out 
of Egypt that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish (Matt. 2:15; John 3: 
16). And here the prophet tells you all 
about it years and years before the return 
from Egypt. 

“When Israel was a child,” like most 


normal children he was lovable. Of course, 


like most normal children, he would now 
and then fall down and dirty his clothes 
and get into scrapes. Jacob at Uncle 
Laban’s, But Israel, with Joseph in Egypt, 
shows up well. Israel when a child, and 
naughty sometimes, never lost his faith 
in God. It was when he grew big and 
prospered in the rich fields of Goshen that 
he lost his hold on God and found himself 
in slavery —as later for the same cause. in 
Babylon. 

God loved him as a child and God loved 
him always. Don’t forget that, for it means 
you, too. When the dirty little ragamuffin 
at your house disobeys: and robs the pantry 
and slaps his little sister (or vice versa!) 
and crawls up into your lap dirty. hands 
and all and soils your nice white collar 
—oh, well, you know how ’tis! Oh, yes, 
you love him when he gets to be a big 
feller and well behaved—but it doesn’t 
happen to be exactly the same thing, now 
does it? 

Well, God’s love isn’t like that, for God’s 
love is perfect, whether little or big. You 
may remember in the matter of “the wan- 
dering son, the father saw. him “a .great 
way off” and hastened to welcome him. 
In none of the Lord Jesus’ stories is there 
a “Get out of here and never darken my 
door” to the erring one, but, “Neither do 
I condemn thee: go, and sin no more” 
(Luke 15:20; John 8:11). 


God and Man.—I/ will not execute the 
fierceness of mine anger,... for I am God, 
and not man (v..9). This is what God 
says through his Book again. and again, 
and it is surprising how many Christian 
people do not believe it.. “Man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord look- 
eth on the heart,” is another statement 
along the same line (1 Sam. 16:7). 

The rampant atheist stands up, defies and 
curses God, and cries, “If there is a God, 
as you say, why doesn’t he get mad and 
strike me down?” Here in our text is Mr. 
Atheist’s answer, “I will not execute ... 
for I am God, and not man.” Here is 
an answer for the Corner. “The fool 
hath said in his heart, No God” (Psa. 
14:1). 

We just laugh at the fool and patiently 
wait to see how it is going to happen. And 
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it usually happens one way or another. 
Often resulting in the said “fool” taking 
a steady job with the Lord at whom awhile 
ago he shook his blasphemous fist. Man 
feels like taking a club to the wicked one, 
but God has a better way. Jesus took par- 
ticular pains to show that God does not 
do things as man would do them. The 
Tower of Siloam (Luke 131-5). 

Yet, in spite of this plain teaching, when 
misfortunes come from a wicked course of 
action there are those who think and some- 
times say, “God is punishing.” And they 
have this opinion because that is what man 
is apt to do. Yes, God wiped out Sodom 
but that was because there was no one 
there worth saving alive after Lot and fam- 
ity were taken out. 

You may remember that all the ship’s 
company were saved on that terrible trip 
to Rome, simply because there was one 
godly man on board by the name of Paul. 
There are many people who believe this 
world of ours is kept spinning on its axis 
and swinging around the sun by virtue of 
the fact there are many Pauls on board. 

I heard Uncle Billy Watson say one day, 
“Take all the godly folks out of any town 
in the United States, and the bunch that 
would be left would run it into the ground 
in five years.” 


Without Money.—/ will heal their back- 
sliding, I will love them freely (14:4). 
Here you have the reason for the backslide 
healing. There used to be a patent medi- 
cine advertiser who printed a rude cut of 
himself with a pompadour haircut and with 
uplifted arm and finger pointed skyward, 
and the slogan, “There is hope.” This ad 
yell, like “There’s a reason,” has been 
adopted into the colloquialisms of the 
American language. 

Joy and Happiness and Prosperity (note 
I use caps for emphasis) come from God’s 
free love. So all-prevailing is this free 
loving that it comes after we have been 
a failure. Indeed, this “I will love them 
freely” is the glory of the Christian re- 
ligion. As the old camp meeting song used 
to go, “While the light holds out to burn, 
the vilest sinner may return.” That is to 
say, even if his backslide has been all the 
way down, “Neither do I condemn thee: 
go, and sin no more,” is what the Lord 
Jesus said to-the woman (John 8:11). 

One. winter when I was in Miami I was 
a speaker at the great Bible class taught 
by the Hon. William Jennings Bryan. 
There was a “double bill” that Sunday at 
the moving picture theater across the street, 
but we put on a quadruple bill. Uncle 
Billy Witham of Atlanta was master of 
ceremonies. There was “Bill” Bryan, “Bill” 
Witham, “Biil” Ridgway, and “Bill” who 
took up the collection! Uncle Billy Wit- 
ham had the hymn books passed to the 
great crowd of some 6,000 or 7,000. “All 
of you take a hymn book and sing,” he 
cried, “for it is the only thing you get for 
nothing in Miami.” 

But Uncle Billy was all wrong, for both 
Mr. Bryan and myself offered that great 
company the love of God and salvation 
without money and without price, and it 
made no difference how far down the man 
or woman had gone. In Hosea’s prophecy, 
Israel was the woman who had slipped and 
touched bottom in Chinatown or White 
Chapel. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaTERIAL: A father with @ little 
child learning to walk. 











OSEA gives us a beautiful picture of 

God’s love for the Jewish people. It 
is the picture of a father teaching a child 
to walk, holding his two arms, steadying 
him, guiding him, loving him, like the ex- 
ample we have here today. When this child 
is older, he will be able to walk alone, and 
how quickly he will become independent 
and want to do things for hithself! Yet 
the father will love him, even though he 
may become disobedient and _ rebellious. 
The father will have to train and discipline, 
but he will still love the child. 

Israel soon became rebellious and incur- 
ably idolatrous, and God had to deal harshly 
with them, but God still loves Israel and 
has promised the Jewish people great bless- 
ing. 

And God loves us, Gentile as well as 
Jew. “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

What are you doing with God’s love? 
Are you spurning it as Israel did, or are 
you accepting it? God can do no more to 
save you than he has done. If you are 
lost for eternity it will not be God’s fault, 
but yours. What will you do with Jesus? 


Moopesto, CAL. 
ye 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: God’s Love. 

Discussion: Show how love has done 
greater things for the world than any 
other force: for individuals, for families, 
for communities. Make it personal. 

Objective: “And to know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God” 
(Eph. 3: 19). 











AY, fellows, if Egypt should make you 

a present of Cheops, her great pyra- 
mid, you could not bring it home; because 
there is no railroad or ship that could 
transport it. I have a friend in Texas 
whose front gate is twenty miles from his 
front porch; but he can never hope to see 
Cheops ornamenting his front yard. There 
is no physical force that is capable of de- 
livering it. 

That is a faint illustration of how im- 
possible it is to express God’s love in any 
written or spoken language. There is no 
language eloquent enough, deep enough, 
strong enough, wide enough to convey it. 
There is no language with sufficient power, 
or sweetness, or tenderness. Indeed, when 
God wanted to tell the world of his love 
he had to choose another vehicle besides 
that of language to express it; so he came 
himself, in the Person of his Son Jesus 
Christ, to the world —to live here in the 
flesh, to minister to human need, to suffer, 
and to die on the cross—thereby to ex- 
press his great love. 

You will never approach even to a 
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slight conception of the love of God the 
Father, until you look fairly upon the 
Person of Jesus the Son. God wants you 
to do that, so he has arranged a way for 
you to look at him through his Word, by 
the aid of the Holy Spirit. It is a very 
simple thing to do, but it must be faithfully 
done, day by day. Every book in the Bible 
in some way points to Jesus Christ. It is 
a life study, and no matter how long you 
live, you will not be able to learn all that 
the Bible can show about him. The best 
plan is to make it a daily practice to open 
the Book and look for him—always with 
a request of the Holy Spirit to reveal him 
in the chapters you read. 

Just two more things, fellows, I want 
to say in this connection. In seeing and 
knowing Jesus the Son, through the Word 
and thus learning to understand God’s love, 
you are getting a grasp of the biggest fact 
that human intelligence or the human heart 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 
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can know; and in the process you yourself 
grow larger in every happy sense of the 
word. Your own love to God grows, your 
love for his law grows, your love for your 
fellow man grows. Your faith both in God 
and in man grows; your power both with 
God and with man grows. The whole proc- 
ess expands your capacity for real achieve- 
ment and the real joy of living. 

The greater your knowledge of God's 
love, acquired and exercised in this way, 
the greater blessing you will be to the 
world in your day. Your monument will 
endure because it will be built not of mar- 
ble, but into the lives of men, for Christ’s 
sake; and God sees to it that your work 
for his honor and his glory does not fail. 

Greensporo, N. C. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for August 26) 


1. Amos preceded Hosea, but lived and 
worked on through at least a decade of 
Hosea’s long ministry as prophet. Amos’ 
service in Israel was much briefer, occurring 
during one reign only, that of Jeroboam II, 
while Hosea’s continued to the very downfall 
of Israel. 


2. The apostle John, especially in his first 
Epistle, and the thirteenth of 1 Corinthians 
in a special way complement the Old Testa- 
ment prophet of love, Hosea. 

3. Hosea means “salvation.” 


4. This was the name of Joshua _ before 
the letters “Je” were added to make it mean 
“Jehovah our Saviour” (Num. 13:16). The 
last king of Israel was Hoshea another form 
of the same name. 

5. The word is “perish,” meaning that the 
wrath of God will abide on those who do not 
accept God’s love (John 3:36). Hosea 
makes plain that men are divided into two 
classes: those who believe and accept God’s 
love and those who reject (Hos. 14:9). 

6. Our Lord has said that no man has 
greater love than to lay down his life for 
his friend (John 15:13). God laid down his 
life for us. 1 John 3: 16 tells us that in this 
we know the love o od. 

7. Israel’s sin and judgment, Israel’s re- 
pentance and blessing. 

8. Many of the Modernists preach God’s 
love without judgment, rejecting the vicari- 
ous atonement and the doctrine of eternal pun- 
ishment for those who do not believe. John 
3: 13-16 makes clear that Christ must die 
as a sacrifice for sins, making satisfaction to 
God before there can be forgiveness and eter- 
nal life for those who believe. 

9. Hosea also preaches judgment, and then 
blessing when God’s people repent. 

to. In Hosea 3: 5 “David their king” refers 
to Christ, as is made clear in Jeremiah 30: 
9; Ezekiel 34: 23, 24; 37: 24, 25; Isaiah 55: 
3-5; Luke 1:69; Acts 2: 30; 13: 23, 34, 38. 
In Hosea 11:1, “my son” refers to Christ, 
as Matthew 2:15 clearly shows. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The message God gave Hosea to take to 
his people. 
1. God’s wonderful love. 
2. God’s wonderful forgiveness. 
3. God’s wonderful Gift. 


HERE once lived a man named Hosea, 

who had a very beautiful wife whom 
he loved dearly. One day she went away 
and left him, and poor Hosea was very, 
very sad. Then God spoke to him, and 
said something like this: “Hosea, that is 
what my people have done. They have 
turned their backs on me, and have sin- 
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ned, and it has made me very sad, because 
I love them so much. Then God gave 
Hosea a message to give to his people, 
telling them that he still loved them and 
would forgive them if they confessed their 
sins and returned to him. Let us read 
God’s message (Hosea 14). 

The teacher should explain the message 
carefully, making it as simple as possible. 
Remind the children of last week’s les- 
son, and stress again the fact that sin 
grieves God. Bring out the wonder of 
God’s love and forgiveness. Not only 
does he forgive those who return to him, 
but he seeks the sinner entreating him to 
return, 

Let us repeat our Memory Verse, and 
think about what it says (John 3:16). 
Who is it that loves us so much? It is 
the great Creator of Heaven and earth— 
the One who made us. 

“God so loved the world.” The world, 
you know, is made up of people who have 
sinned. God says, “There is none right- 
eous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). There 
was once a man called Joe Whitbread, who 
thought he had never sinned. But one 
day, when he was ill, a lady came to see 
him, and she read him Romans 3: 9-12, 19- 
23, adding at the end of each verse — “ex- 
cept Joe Whitbread.” When she came to 
the last of these verses he cried out, “Oh, 
ma’am, stop! I cannot bear any more.” 
“Why?” asked the lady. “I am only put- 
ting together what God says, and what 
you say. God says, “All have sinned,” 
and he invites all sinners to return to him; 
but you say you have never sinned, so it 
must be “except Joe Whitbread.” 

But God had been speaking to Joe Whit- 
bread through his Word, and he came to 
God and took his Gift of a Saviour, the 
wonderful Gift about whom we were think- 


- ing last week. Have you returned to God, 


and accepted his great Gift? 


Expression Work 
Write on the blackboard: 


Gop Says 

YOU are a sinner (Rom. 3:23). 

YOU can — (1 Tim. 1:15; or John 
3: 16). 

YOU are invited to return to him TODAY 
(Hosea 14:2). 

York, Enc. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 


the prophet of God’s love, 
revealing: 


(1) The sin of the people. 
(2) God’s judgment on sin. 
(3) God’s unceasing love for sinners. 


9. Hosea, 











ERHAPS the greatest lesson your 
young girls can receive through this 
one brief glimpse into the life and prophecy 
of Hosea is just this: that true love must 
destroy that which is destroying the object 
of that love; that God must hate sin be- 
cause he loves the sinner. They will best 
understand this if you help them to note 
the contrast between this prophet and the 
last one we have been studying, Amos. 
Amos stood up for God against over- 
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whelming opposition, and thundered out 
God’s abhorrence of the ugly sins of his 
people in terms of such burning indigna- 
tion that we feel their passion to this day. 
Hosea, out of a personal and home life 
marred by the willful sin of her whom he 
loved, pleads with this same sinful people 
to understand that it is the very love of 
God that must judge their sins in order 
to save them from them; that his love is 
in his judgments just as truly as in what 
they called his mercies; that his love is 
everlasting, and one day must redeem his 
own. 

The fourteen brief chapters of Hosea’s 
prophecy contain too much material of 
this nature to bring to young minds in 
one lesson, so select passages that illus- 
trate the points emphasized above. After 
a brief statement concerning the times of 
Hosea’s long life and his own personal sor- 
row in his unfaithful wife, out of which 
sad experience he could understand God’s 
sorrowing love over his unfaithful people, 
read aloud these sections: Hosea 4: 1-3 
with verse 6, noticing that God’s people 
“rejected” the knowledge he sent them con- 
cerning himself through his prophets. They 
might. have had it and would not, so he 
must hold them responsible for such for- 
getfulness. Chapter 6: 1-6 records Hosea’s 
pleading for a return to God; 8: 11-14, 
the judgment that must follow sinning, 
when sinning follows such love as I1: 1-4 
reveals! (It will be hard for your - girls 
to think of these ancient peoples, “Israel,” 
“Ephraim,” and so on, as actual human 
hearts, like their own, but. so they must to 
realize that God passionately loved these 
tribes of his own “chosen people.”) Con- 
clude with 11:8 and 9, and 14: 4-9, noting 
that verse 9 is a summing up of the entire 


book. 
Home Study 


There are some often-used quotations in 
Hosea which your girls ought to recog- 
nize as such: 4: 9a, 17; 6:3b and 4b; 10: 
12b; 11:9 (“for I am God, and not 
man”); 12: 5b; 13:3; and 14:9. By these 
vivid phrases is Hosea known in the liter- 
ature of our language, and so may your 
young girls begin to know him, memorizing 
these apt words of his. 


Decatur, GA. 





q Children at Home 





Did Meta Steal the Ring? 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ETA, a little Indian girl from the Out- 

caste Homes, had gone to live with 
Mrs. Harrison, the wife of a coffee planter. 
The missionary in charge had become a 
real friend, and had helped Mrs. Harri- 
son in her loneliness to find the One who 
alone could give her the truest peace and 
joy. 

“I long to do something for God but 
can’t do much,” said Mrs. Harrison to 
her friend. “What can I do to help some- 
body ?” 

“I know of one way,” said the mission- 
ary. “Would you take one of our little 
girls, Meta? - She is rather a problem, be- 
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cause she does not seem to understand the 
sixth commandment, ‘Thou shalt not steal.’ 
I feel sure she needs more help, and I 
should be so thankful if she were with 
you.” 

“I will take Meta willingly, and do my 
best for her.” 

“T have taught her a good deal already,” 
said Miss Smith. “She is bright and obe- 
dient, and I am sure you won't find her 
slow.” 

So Meta came —a slim, dark-eyed little 
girl, and Mrs. Harrison soon found she 
had no lack of brains. But her habit of 
stealing little things was very troublesome. 

Meta always seemed penitent afterward, 
and on the last occasion had wept what 
seemed very real tears. Together Mrs. 
Harrison and she had sought the Sav- 
iour’s forgiveness and help. 

“The naughty Meta is gone,” the child 
exclaimed; “in truth I am another Meta 
from this time onward. I will remember 
not to wound the dear Lord Jesus any 
more, I won't be like the bad soldier who 
pierced his hands, because you say every 
time I covet or take anything at all it 
is like the nail coming through his dear 
hand again.” 

But, alas, one day Mrs. Harrison’s ring 
disappeared, and she was terribly dis- 
tressed. Meta declared she had not seen 
or touched it. 

“I did not take the ring, Mem Sahib,” 
she cried, tears streaming down her little 
face. “Certainly I am not a thief this 
time, God knows.” 

“Well, Meta, I am very, very sorry, but 
the Sahib says unless you confess or the 
ring is found you will have to go back to 
the Orphan Homes, he will not let me 
keep you. My heart is deeply pained, but 
I fear it must be so.” 

Meta gazed at her for a moment, then in 
the usual Eastern way she flung herself on 
the floor, beating her head against the 
wooden door panels until her forehead was 
badly bruised. 

So Meta had to go. But a few weeks 
later Mrs. Harrison had to go to a certain 
small drawer where she kept valuable 
papers. Turning them over, she saw some- 
thing flashing in the corner, and to her 
surprise and joy found her precioy~ sap- 
phire ring. Then she rememberet that 
the day before she discovered her loss, she 
had been looking in the drawer for some- 
thing, and her ring, being somewhat loose, 
must have slipped off. 

Oh! the gladness that filled her heart 
as she ran to tell her husband and hurried 
off to the orphanage. 

Miss Smith at once called Meta, who 
came with eager haste, her eyes full of 
hope. 

“I knew my Father in Heaven would 
hear my prayer. I am only a poor little 
outcaste Indian girl whom many people 
despise, but God so loves me that he has 
shown others that I am keeping his laws 
now. “Oh, Mem Sahib, I can return to 
you now, can’t I?” and Meta’s look was 
appealing. 

“Yes, Meta, indeed you can. You shall 
certainly come back with me now.” 

It was with a joyful heart that Meta 
returned her eager thanks that night to 
the One who had heard and answered the 
prayer of a poor little Indian orphan. 


WortHinc, Sussex, Ene. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 2. Basic Virtues: 
19:8. (Consecration meeting.) 


Honesty. Luke 





Sunday, August 26 


What Are the Qualities of a True 
Gentleman or Lady? (Cok 3: 12-17) 





Mon.—Self-control (Num. 12 : 1-13). 
Tues.—Soft speech (Jas. 1 : 26). 
Wed.—Gentleness (Jas. 3 : 17). 
Thurs.—Courtesy (1 Pet. 3 : 8). 
Fri.—Fair play (Matt. 7 : 12). 
Sat.—Compassion (Matt. 14: 13, 14). 











What is the meaning of the word “gentle- 
man”? 

What is tact, and how is it shown? 

Can a “go-getter” be a gentleman? 


THEIR original meanings, the terms 
“gentleman” and “lady” referred to those 
who were well-born, who came of good 
family, or perhaps from families of rank. 
Today we correctly apply the terms “gen- 
tleman” and “lady” to those who show, 
by their conduct, that they are of gentle 
or refined manners, and that they have 
fine feelings. 

It is possible for those of the most 
humble surroundings to be true gentle- 
men and ladies. It is likewise possible 
for those who come from the so-called 
upper strata of society to be quite ungen- 
tlemanly and unladylike. 

Education, while it should contribute to 
the making of a gentleman and a lady, is 
not by any means essential. The simple 
courtesy of an ignorant peasant may have 
far greater qualities of true gentlemanli- 
ness than the cap and gown can confer 
upon others, 

ve 


But the true Christian will be a true 
gentleman or lady, not merely through the 
observance of the laws of etiquette, but 
because in his or her heart will be found 
those basic principles from which the rules 
of etiquette spring. 

The first quality mentioned in‘our Scrip~ 
ture lesson is mercy,—the very tender- 
est mercy (v. 12). As ones who owe so 
much to the mercy of our loving heavenly 
Father, Christians should be, of all peo- 
ple, the most merciful and forgiving to 
others (Luke 6: 36). 

Next is mentioned kindness. This is 
but another term for courtesy. It is pos- 
sible to be merciful, and not kind. Doubt- 
less we have all known those who have 
done favors for us, or who have shown 
us mercy, and yet, by their thoughtless- 
ness or unkindness, have made us sorry 
to have been the recipients of their favor. 

Humbleness of mind follows next. 
Notice that it is not humbleness of man- 
ner. There is a mock humility, which 
speaks of a proud heart rather than a 
humble heart. Those who belong to Christ 
are to be truly and sincerely humble from 
within, unwilling to value themselves above 
another (Phil. 2:3, 4). 

The Christian is enjoined to be meek, 
—that elusive quality that is so akin to 
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humbleness. It characterized the Lord 
Jesus himself (Matt. 11:29). It is this 
quality that we will display when wrong-' 
fully or unjustly accused, or when indig- 
nities or neglect are heaped upon us, None 
of these things will move us to resent- 
ment, or to anger or self-justification, if 
the meekness of the Lord is filling our 
hearts. 

Long-suffering is to be still another 
characteristic of the true Christian. Many 
of us are willing to suffer a little bit. 
Some of us are even willing to suffer 
considerably. But few are equal to long- 
suffering, —to endure repeated provoca- 
tions, 

ye 

All of these qualities will issue, we are 
reminded in verse 13, in forbearance and 
forgiveness. Not in this earthly life will 
we find those who will fully measure up 
to all that we expect of them, even among 
choice Christian friends. If we are to 
live happily and work effectively for 
Christ, we shall need much forbearance 
and true forgiveness. One of the trag- 
edies of life is that there is so much 
contention and striving among Christians. 
Forbearance and forgiveness would elim- 
inate much of this. 

4 

The capstone to the building of Chris- 
tian character Paul mentions in the four- 
teenth verse of our lesson. The word 
“charity” in our King James Version is 
really our word “love.” It is love that 
“suffereth long and is kind” (1 Cor. 13: 
4). It is love that “vaunteth not her- 
self,” and is “not puffed up,” and “seek- 
eth not her own.” 

Love is the girdle that binds all these 
other good qualities into Christian per- 
fection. And it is not so much our love 
for Christ that is to be the crowning vir- 
tue of the Christian life, as it is his love, 
resident in us and pervading our being. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 20 to 26 


Mon.—Hosea 11:1-11. God Yearns for Israel. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God’s agony over 
sinning Israel is touchingly set forth in this 
passage. An illustration of his feelings is 
borrowed from the acute distress experi- 
enced by fond parerts because of the per- 
sistent rebellion of a once lovely child. 
Love rejected is as a cruel crown of thorns. 
Human love wearies, but divine love, like 
the sun, is fed from: within. Divine love 
is only seen in crystal clearness at Calvary. 
“Herein is love.’ Pray for the Chinese 
in. Samoa, Oceania. 


Tues.—Hosea 14: 1-9. 
God Promises to Bless Israel. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTioms: God’s promises 
spring from his love. His love-desire for 
our spiritual welfare lies back of the gift 
to us of “the exceeding great and precious 
promises.” This precious currency of 
Heaven is placed at our disposal so that 
we can do business at the throne of grace. 
God will always perform his promises. 
Hope, therefore, in God. His promises are 
as an anchor to the soul. Try their 
strength often. They cannot fail. If God 
keeps his promises to Israel, it cannot be 
that he will fail you. Pray for the Indians 

in the Fiji Islands. 


Wed.—Psalm 91 : 1-16. 
God Cares for His People. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: In ancient time 
this Psalm bore the title: “A Song of Evil 
Spirits.’ They knew well the divine safe- 
keeping of the elect. Let us rejoice with 
the Psalmist in his full trust in the Lord 
as a refuge and fortress in times of danger, 
distress, and temptation. Assured protec- 
tion against all enemies of God’s people 
stressed here has been the comfort to mil- 
lions down the centuries. Are you singing 
your part in this anthem of victory? Pray 
for Japanese scattered everywhere through 
Oceania. 


Thurs.—Psalm 107 : 23-s2. 
God Directs His People. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: God sometimes 
directs his people inio the teeth of a ter- 
rific storm. e sent the disciples down to 
the sea ina sh: but as they did business 
in great waters the Lord permitted them 
to see his wonderful works. If only we 
had faith enough to praise God in our 
troubles our songs of praise would be all 
the sweeter wheh we are delivered out of 
them. God ee us to triumph in our 
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(Lesson for Aug. 26) Aug. 11, 1934 


individual and personal sufferings. Pray 
for the Indians in the New Hebrides. 
Fri.—Romans §& : 35-39. God Loves His People. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Think of it! The 
love of Christ is focussed in every believer. 
As every individual sees the bow in the 
cloud after the rain as if it were for him 
alone, so the love of God in Christ at Cal- 
vary, while for all, is revealed there for 
each believer. He “loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” Believer, you are a cen- 
ter, and a channel for Calvary love. Can 
you say, “The love of Christ constraineth 
me”? Pray for the aborigines of Australia. 
Sat.—John 3: 14-21. God’s Greatest Gift. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: God gave himself 
in his only begotten Son. It is this that 
constitutes his greatest gift. It was not 
God giving another, but himself in Christ 
that is the grand mystery of godliness. 
“Herein is love.” “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself.” God's 
love surpassing consummate thought, om- 
nipresent, untouched by time, and an ocean 
in fullness was the motive for Calvary. 
Pray for the Maori tribe of New Zealand. 
Sun.—Psalm 36:5-10. The Fountain of Life. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Divine fullness 
and beneficence are utterly inexhaustible. 
“Of his fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace.” The river of God’s grace 
has not diminished its flow. Its full, frce, 
eternal flow will be our joy through the 
ages in Heaven. Blessed is the man whose 
springs are in God. He will not be af- 
fected by either the summer’s drought or 
the winter’s frost. “Blessed river! may we 
ever drink of thee.” Pray for native 
Christians in the Island of Papua, 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
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